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HAPPY NE\tr/ YEAR *+

Introducing the first of the new quarterly Magazines to you we

would like to take the opportunlty to te11 you a li-ttle about
us (item 5), and if you like the idea - \{er11 hear from you in
f uture i-ssues.'

FIRSTLY - iVe need ideas for a nane for this Masterpiece, nust
be original etc etc ! Ideas to Lind.a - address below.

INDEX

Out and About in the Branch

Bob Doubl-es

Tragic Ballad
Did you know ? / Can you te1I us ?

Bitton BelIs and Bitton Ringers

J,IFXT ISSUE

The launch of the anpeal for Frenchay Be1ls
Articles and/or Informati-.on for the magaz1ne to be sent to t

Linda Drew. B Sydenham Rd, Cotham, Bristol. fel Z41860.

NORTHAVON BRANCH OFFICERS

Chairinan : Mi-ke Povrell

Secretary : Linda Drev;

Ringing Masters : David Powel-l & Gerald Skelley
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NOR:HAVOI{ BRANCE CAI.ESDAN

January 1{ lllhornburXr *

Febmary 11 Heeterleigh *

Harch 12 Frampton Cotterell (lot loutlea.) course) 2:30 onrard.e

APril I Ageociation AGll Strouct

April 8 Striking Competition & euarterly lleeting - v€nue to be confirmed

Itav t3 coatpit Eeatb 
* S p1 iu.A-.- /-. |,-^- 'r -r,-,

Jrmelo hrcklecburch* Lg^
,11

July I Branch Outing to Hi.nctsor --F- E;'I ,-,, ($"-- 
I

July B Dy:tan 
*

Auglst 12 Alnondsburxr 
*

September ! Quarterly Heeting Frampton Cotterell & Skittles Evening

October 1{ l,tangotsfield. 
*

llovember 11 lfinterbounre *

Deoenber j A@{ Eitton & euiz Eveuing

* Brancb Practiee Eveni:ago ?l@ - 9:OO p*

DateE to be oonfirneil in next iesue for the follorlng

Penn Trophy *
Croome Tro$y -
Association course - I I' l+ p.fxt ( 7 *+* lrrit ,--., I -"- I "^ "l ^-/Peal Heek I

' _)\, / \JLJ
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PT,AItr BOB DOIEI,ES COU&SE

Ap Aftenroon Course ba,s been arranged for Sunday 12 t{arch 1989 at Franpton
Cotterell cormencing at 2z30pm for all those rishing to praotise this method
for a couple of houre, together rith experiencecl ringere to give a band.
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A TRAGIC BALLAD

It is of an old gent lfl1 have you know
lrVho rang at St Paul.rs and at Cornhill a1so.
He lived a1I alcne with ycung Willlam , his son,
Who was promising weI1, though not yet forty one.

0ne evening the father admonished young Will:
rYou nust come dolm to practice tonight at Cornhill,
For afore you reach sixty, if no i11 befalls,
f believe Icould get you a ring at St Paulrs.l

rOh Father, dear Fatherrr young Willian replied,
rI canrt te1l you 1les, though you know how Irve tried
Ifve promised lonlght (and I rnean to be there)
For to ring at St Martj-nr s j-n Trafflegar Square. I

'1,1y son,r quoth the sagerrdo not enter that tower -
You never shal1 ring with that horrible shower!
Youf11 change your nind quickly, aroiding disgrace,
iVhen I tel1 you itrs CUMBEPJ,ANDS ring in that place! t

Said',lillianrrA young lady ringer f rve:iet
And on her my affections nost firmly are set.
Your rooted objections to me are no barri-er
For I love her, dear Father, and I I m going to narry I er! |

rNovi Wi111amr r said Father, I just listen to rne

For if ycu insist itfs cut off you will be,
And lvhen I expire and. am laid. lntc dust
Ir11 leave all my cash to the Barron Bell Trust.

rlrve rung all my 1ife, and

That what your re descrlbing
I I ve heard people teII that
But a ]ady - nhy, no , boy,

I sti1I l'iust insist
canr t ever exist.
therer 6 woinen what ring -
there ai-nr t no such thing.

Next mr,,nth they lrere married, that counle so bold,
And the poor fatherts grief lr'as a sight to behold.
His brair:, is quite gone, the psychiatrist thinks,
For he even goes wrong in three courses of Cinques!
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But I'iil-1 and his bride, also sad to relate,
Just could not escape from the vengeance of Fate.
i{hen poverty pressed, their possessions they soldt
And now live in Devonr near Itch-in-the-Fold.

And there they are forced to go up in the tower

Ringing rounds and call-changes for hour after hour.
But even that fate ainr t as bad as lt sounds -
For they could be in Cornwall - and only ring rounds!

( anon)
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DID YOU KNOIV....?

Many of the coruplalnts concerning excesslve noise of church bells
are based not on the volume of sound but cn the harshness and
general discord produced Though it ray ueI1 be true that
the church has been there longer than the houses that surround.
it, this is no defence in law if it i-s established that a

nuisance has been held to be created. !.{any ringers are unaware
of this ruling.

CAN YOU TIX,L US_r ... ? (For future issues)

If you are ringi.ng your first quarter peal or pea1,

Any gossip!

Possible ongolng features. 1Te are interested in doing a liorthavon
Pub Guide for ringers (see iten 5). Please te11 us'*,;here you go,
whenn is it good beer?, Fcod available?, Juniors catered for ?...

Do you have any traditions in ycur toll,er that nay be unusual or
dif f erent? Do you have any clai,us to f ane. ! ?

Have you solved any particular problens or difficultiesi whtch
you could telI us about and maybe help others ?

Have you any irroblems or difficulties unsol-ved that others may

be able to helo viith ?

Any cther j-deas or contributions.

?



ST I"IARY'S CHURCH _ FITTON

THE ELLACOT4BE CHII'IES

At Bitton we have the original system of Ellacombe Chirnes.
This is a method of chiming the bells devised by the Rev.
H.T. Ellacombeo who was the vicar at Fitton from 1817 to
1950, In this method the bell rernains still (in the down
pogition) and is gtrurck by purll ing a rope attached to a
hammer. The ropes are accessible in the church porch and
enable a single person to ring the bells. Over the years
several methods of chiming have been deviged but the
"Bitton" rnethod is sr-rpposed to be kindest to the bells and
least likely tn cause damage.

Ringera often left records of their perforrnances in the
form of painted peal boards which stiIl hang in the
belfries of great cathedrals and qr-riet village churches
throughaurt the country.

It is from one of these painted peal boards that we know
that the f irst peal was FLrng at Eitton on 9th Jutly 19Cr1 on
the original six belIs.

THE OCTAVE AT BITTCIN

St Mary'g church at Erittan has a ring of eight bells with
a tenor of about 14 cwt. It has a reputation of having
some of the rnt:st tunefutl and pleasant bells to be for-tnd in
any country parish church. They are tuned in the lr.ey of E.

Until 1936 there were six bells and they were hutng on
wooden frarnes.' The bellg were not so easy to rin-o as they
are today.

In 1936 the six bells were restored and rehung and two ney.r
treble bells were added in rnemory of Blanche Ellen Taylor
the wife of Franh Henning William Taylor, HA, who wag vicar
of Bitton at that time.

The bells h,ere rehung trn metal frames and ball-bearing
mor-rntings and the original six were brought in tune with
the two new ones. The bells we,re dedicated on 5th Decernber
I 936.

THE ORIGINAL SIX SELLS
Ewts Otrs

Trebl e t694
1633
1635
166?
L74('
1913

?

6
7
7
I
I
a

n
3
4
51
Tenor 1

g



THE NEW EI6HT SELLS

trwts Otrs Lbs Date Note

Treble 4 2. 16 1936 E
2 5 1 3 1936 D5harp
3 5 3 22 1e94 CSharp
46281633F
57Cr616334
6 A ? 20 1669 65harp
7 11 L 2 L74O F Shar.p
Tenor 14 2 11 1913 E

It will be noticed that the overall weight of the present
back bel l s; h,as reduced quti te consi derabl y, parti cul arl y the
tenor which was reduced by 3.5 cwt. The bells welre! made
smaller by a method known as "chip tuning" which involves
the skilfutl rernoval of large chips of metal f rom the outer
rim of the bel1o utntil its note and tone are correct. It
is also believed that Ecr,ne form trf "skirnrning" crf the belIs
ctn a lathe was used.

INSCR IPT I ONS

The ingcriptions on the bells are as fsllowsg-

Treble I was added to this ring by sev. gifts,
1694 procured by 1. Bursh and Rog. Harding
L. C.

?nd W.H.A.B., anno dommin, 1633

3rd W. H, A, B. , anno dorni ni . 1653

4th Rebert Anthony Woodward, C. trr. ,
166?! W.P.R.P.

5th l''lr John Falmer and Richard Francis,
churchwardenso 174O.

Tenor Corne when I cal I to serve God al l ,
1633! W,H,A.B.

q



TIIE BITTON RINGERS

Tower Captain
Secretary

Sue Jay
Anne Boulton

(Bristol 3224247
( Bristol 1z2z?_?)

Practice Night : Mondays ?.Uj pe - 9.OO pm

service Ringing : First and rhlrd sundays 9. 45 an - ro .3o am

We feel confident in claimi-ng that Bitton Tower holds the record for
having the most, longest serving, least experienced ringers in the
North Avon Branch!
The najcrity of the present band. have been ringing since the late 60rs
and early 7Or s, but never progressed beyond sloppily rung nCross, Queens,
'rl'rhitt'ington, and Titumsrl. Ilowever, contrary to popular belief , there was
an actlve band rrpracti-singtt from that tine to this!

The light dawned when, a couple of years ago, a
into another tovrer and. came back to reveal that
to ringing than ?r0ross, Queens, Vrrhittington and
tine an Associ-ation Practlce was held at Bitton,
The shock to the visitors was so great that they
We ncw like to think we havenrt looked back, and
our visitors for their help and patience.

Bitton ringer ventured
there was actually more
Titurnsrr! About the same

and we dared to attend.
firmly took us in hand.
we would like to thank

Apart fro,rr tbe claim above we think vre nay also hold the following
records (Please correct us if you disagree! ) rrithin the Branch -

Highest proportion of female ringers (IO to 6)
Ioungest average age (35)
Greatest justification for a creche (I0 children under 5 - obviously

these are not ringers - yet ! ! )
Longest training period prior to an rA11 our own ringerst quarter peal
(rve aim to achieve this in 1989 by which time it will be over 18 years)

Traditions.
Christmas and Easter norrings we ring from Z am to B an
Ringing for Weddings and special occasions we alv;ays do sone Firing
Ringlng in the New Year - we hope this tradi tion has been revived this

this year after a short break
Ringing with half-nuffles for deaths in the parish

ift
I tvr



Pub Gui-de :

Our regular post-practice Pub is the White Hart iri Bj-tton.
This used to welcome the ringers each monday b'rt unfortunately has just
changed hands. We can only report that they have started live music on

(a11?) Monday nights, but we wj-l-l upCate this at a later date - unless
we have moved to the Swan at Swineford!

So - now you know all about Bitton! \'Je hope that in future edi-ti-ons
each tower can give us simi-lar notes about themselves. ?,'e are very
interested in your local I ri-ngingr pubs so ule can visit them soon to
gi.ve thern rBe11 Ratingsr for a Ringers Pub Guidd. Any other contribut-
ions to this guide whj-ch are not printed ln this magazine should be sent
to Sue Jay, phone no. a.bove.

NEY YEAR AT BI.TTgN

Last year two nevr ringers made it their anbition
To revive at Bitton what once waa Tradition.
Theyrd ring in 2OOO, they thought theyrd be fine -
But the rest of the torver said f l{o - t89r.

Throughout | 88 these tvro ivorked through the dangers
0f learing control, then rounds and call-changes.
So the ri-ngers urere ready but it just rvasnrt right -
Something vjas needed to start off the night.

Thus a party was set to begin around eight,
And by shopping in Scotl-and, a l{aggis we ate.
But dovin this far south, bagpipes arenrt at their best -
So 1n Bells it was toasted - drank some, rang the rest !

( RCP/ACT)
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